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I’ve Been to the Mountaintop (Abridged) 
by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
April 3, 1968 
Mason Temple – Memphis, TN 

 
 
 

Something is happening in our world. The masses of people are rising up. And wherever they are 
assembled today, the cry is always the same: "We want to be free." 
It is no longer a choice between violence and nonviolence in this world. It’s nonviolence, or 
nonexistence.  
 
We are masters in our nonviolent movement in disarming police forces. I remember in Birmingham, 
Alabama, when we were in that majestic struggle there, we would move out of the 16th Street Baptist 
Church day after day; by the hundreds we would move out. And Bull Connor would tell them to send the 
dogs forth, and they did come; but we just went before the dogs singing, "Ain't gonna let nobody turn 
me around." 
Bull Connor next would say, "Turn the fire hoses on." Bull Connor didn't know history. He knew a kind of 
physics that somehow didn't relate to the transphysics that we knew about. And that was the fact that 
there was a certain kind of fire that no water could put out. And we went before the fire hoses. That 
couldn't stop us. We are going on. 
 
We don't have to argue with anybody. We don't have to curse and go around acting bad with our words. 
We don't need any bricks and bottles. We don't need any Molotov cocktails. We just need to go around 
to these stores, and to these massive industries in our country, and say, "God sent us by here, to say to 
you that you're not treating his children right.  

We've got to give ourselves to this struggle until the end. We've got to see it through. And when we have 
our march, you need to be there. If it means leaving work, if it means leaving school -- be there. Be 
concerned about your brother. Either we go up together, or we go down together. 
 
Let us rise up tonight with a greater readiness. Let us stand with a greater determination. And let us 
move on in these powerful days, these days of challenge, to make America what it ought to be. 
We've got some difficult days ahead. But it really doesn't matter with me now, because I've been to the 
mountaintop. 
And I don't mind. 
Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But I'm not concerned about that 
now. I just want to do God's will. And He's allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I've looked over. 
And I've seen the Promised Land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to know tonight, that we, 
as a people, will get to the promised land! 

 


