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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 10/9/20 

Ford’s Theatre Society and the National Park Service 

Announce Phased Reopening of Ford’s Theatre Site 

 

 Reopening for Museum and Theatre 

Wednesday, October 14, 2020 

Advance Ticket Reservations Required 

Petersen House and Aftermath Exhibits Remain Closed 

Tickets for October 14-18 available online beginning 

October 13 at 10 a.m. 

 

Digital Resources, Online Programs and Virtual Events Continue 

 

NOTE TO EDITORS:  Media Interviews and B-Roll Opportunity  

October 14, 2020, at 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. (details below) 

 
Washington – Ford’s Theatre Society and the National Park Service announce a phased 

reopening schedule for Ford’s Theatre and the Ford’s Theatre Museum beginning Wednesday, 

October 14, 2020, with advance tickets required. Tickets for October 14-18 will be available 

online beginning October 13, 2020, at 10 a.m.  

Following the initial opening, Ford’s Theatre and its museum will operate with a modified 

schedule for daytime visitation on Wednesdays through Sundays with required advance 

tickets. Tickets will be available each Friday for the following Wednesday-Sunday. Timed entry 

to Ford’s Theatre and museum will be available on the hour from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m., and from 2 

p.m. to 4 p.m. The site will be closed during the 1 p.m. hour for cleaning. Adhering to capacity 

policies set forth by DC Health, a maximum number of 25 visitors per hour are permitted in the 

building during this stage of reopening. 

National Park Service Contact:   
Mike Litterst  
Chief of Communications 
 
mike_litterst@nps.gov 
(202) 306-4166 
 

mailto:press@fords.org
http://www.fords.org/
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Visits to Ford’s Theatre are self-guided. National Park Service ranger talks will not be scheduled 

during this initial reopening stage. The Petersen House (The House where Lincoln Died) and 

the Aftermath Exhibits at the Center for Education and Leadership remain closed. 

New procedures and policies are in place to mitigate risk of COVID-19:  

• Face coverings are required. 

• Physical distancing protocols will be in place. 

• Advance tickets are required. 

• Temperature and wellness checks are required to enter the site. 

• Contactless check-in will be in place. 

• A low-touch experience is provided. 

• One-way visitor paths are in place. 

• Increased cleaning will be implemented. 

 

To see a full list of policies, visit www.fords.org/welcome-back. 

“For the last several months, Ford’s Theatre Society and the National Park Service have been 

working together to adjust our visitor experience to meet new health and safety guidelines. We 

are excited to welcome you back to the historic site and share Lincoln’s legacy with you. We 

also appreciate that not everyone will be ready or able to join us in person. We continue to offer 

a variety of virtual programming, bringing Ford’s programming directly to you,” said Ford’s 

Theatre Director Paul R. Tetreault. 

“Ford’s Theatre is a must-see for any trip to our nation’s capital, providing insight into the far-

reaching and profound consequences that President Lincoln’s assassination and death had, 

and continues to have, on our nation,” said Jeff Reinbold, superintendent of National Mall 

and Memorial Parks. “Working with public health officials and our partners at Ford’s Theatre 

Society, we are pleased to reopen the historic theatre and museum while providing for the 

health and safety of our staff and visitors.” 

 

Tickets 

Tickets for October 14-18, 2020, may be reserved beginning at 10 a.m. on October 13, 2020, on 

www.fords.org. Patrons are limited to six tickets per order. Large groups are not allowed. 

Beginning October 16, tickets will be available each Friday for the following Wednesday-

Sunday. 

 

Media Availability 

Media are invited on October 14, 2020, at 9:30 a.m. for physically distanced photo and b-roll 

capture, as well as interviews regarding new procedures on site. Media interested in attending 

the morning of October 14 should contact press@fords.org. 

 

Ford’s Theatre Virtual Resources and Events 

http://www.fords.org/welcome-back
http://www.fords.org/
mailto:press@fords.org
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In addition to offering limited, in-person entry to the Theatre and Museum, Ford’s Theatre 

Society continues to produce virtual events, resources and programs that at-home visitors can 

enjoy.  

Cabinet Conversations: Creativity, History and Leadership 

Join us for bi-weekly live discussions with artists, historians and thought leaders. Learn more at 

https://www.fords.org/visit/virtual-events-and-special-tours/cabinet-conversations. 

 

Virtual Play Readings 
Launched in July, the Ford’s Theatre virtual play reading series has included Silent Sky by 
Lauren Gunderson, Necessary Sacrifices by Richard Hellesen and Intimate Apparel by Lynn 
Nottage. Readings are streamed on the Ford's Theatre website, Facebook Live, YouTube and 
Twitter. Upcoming dates and readings to be announced.  
 

Distance-Learning Programs 

The Ford’s Theatre education team continues to offer structured public webinars and 

interactive events on Zoom that are appropriate for history fans of all ages, including 

students in grades 3+. These programs explore Abraham Lincoln in Civil War Washington, 

Lincoln’s assassination, the investigation into the assassination conspiracy, the history of Ford’s 

Theatre and the Petersen House, and much more. They are offered regularly on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays as well as by appointment. 

 

Exploring Lincoln in Washington 

Oct. 13 at 1 p.m. 

Ford’s Theatre and The National Mall and Memorial Parks explore what Washington, 

D.C. was like for President Lincoln and how the city has grown and changed over time. 

Examine places that mattered to Lincoln during his lifetime and places where he matters 

to us today, including the U.S. Capitol, Washington Monument, Lincoln Memorial and 

Ford’s Theatre. In this interactive program, participants will look closely at historic and 

contemporary images of Washington D.C. including maps, photographs and illustrations. 

This session is 45 minutes. Recommended for grades 3 and up. 

 

Guided Virtual Tours 

Oct. 15 and 22 at 1 p.m. 

Ford’s Education takes you on a virtual tour of Ford’s Theatre and Civil War Washington. 

Learn about what Washington, D.C., was like for President Lincoln and some of the 

people he met and knew here. Explore his assassination at Ford’s Theatre, and consider 

President Lincoln’s legacy. In this interactive program, participants will look closely at 

historical and contemporary images including maps, photographs and illustrations. This 

session is 40-minutes plus time for Q&A. Recommended for grades 3 and up. 

 

Reacting to Lincoln's Assassination 

Oct. 20 and 27 at 1 p.m. 

How did people around the United States feel after the death of President Abraham 

Lincoln? What did they say? Ford’s Education examines primary sources to reveal how 

individuals reacted to a time of uncertainty following Lincoln’s assassination. In this 

interactive program, participants will look closely at historic documents and engage 

multiple perspectives. Recommended for grades 5 and up. 

https://www.fords.org/visit/virtual-events-and-special-tours/cabinet-conversations/
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Ford's Theatre After the Assassination 

Oct. 29 at 1 p.m. 

After President Lincoln was assassinated at Ford’s Theatre on April 14, 1865, an angry 

public threatened to burn the building to the ground. But Ford’s Theatre still stands over 

150 years later. Ford’s Education explores what happened to the building after the 

assassination, who occupied it, and how it came to be a working theatre once more. 

Inthis interactive program, participants will look at historic images of Ford’s Theatre and 

the Petersen House from the 1860s through today. Recommended for history lovers of 

all ages and students grades 5 and up. 40 minutes. 

 

Inside the Petersen House 

November Dates to Be Announced 

The Petersen House is known as the place where President Lincoln died. But have you 

ever wondered about the people who lived there? Ford’s Education introduces you to the 

people who lived in the Petersen Boarding House and their neighbors. Learn how the 

house became a national historic site and museum. Explore primary sources and first-

person perspectives as we go inside the Petersen House. Session is 30 minutes plus 

time for Q&A. Recommended for grades 3 and up. 

 

Ford’s Theatre Society  

One of the most visited sites in the nation’s capital, Ford’s Theatre reopened its doors in 1968, 

more than a hundred years after the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln. Operated 

through a partnership between Ford’s Theatre Society and the National Park Service, Ford’s 

Theatre is the premier destination in the nation’s capital to explore and celebrate Abraham 

Lincoln’s life and legacy. 

Ford’s Theatre Society was founded under the guidance of executive producer Frankie Hewitt, 

who, during her 35-year tenure, established Ford’s as a living, working theatre producing 

performances that highlighted the diversity of the American experience. Since the arrival of Paul 

R. Tetreault as Director, critics and the theatregoing public have recognized Ford’s for the 

superior quality of its artistic programming. With works from the Tony-nominated Come From 

Away and the nationally acclaimed Big River, to the world premieres of Meet John Doe, The 

Heavens Are Hung In Black, Liberty Smith, Necessary Sacrifices, The Widow Lincoln and The 

Guard, Ford’s Theatre is making its mark on the American theatre landscape. In the past 

decade, the mission of Ford’s Theatre Society expanded to include education as a central pillar. 

This expansion led to the creation and construction of the Center for Education and Leadership, 

which opened in February 2012. Under the current leadership of Board of Trustees Chairman 

Phebe Novakovic and through the lens of Lincoln’s leadership and legacy, Ford’s today 

endeavors to advance Lincoln’s “unfinished work” with programs and performances that 

cultivate empathy, encourage dialogue and bridge divides in our American life. Since 2018, the 

Society has had a Platinum rating in GuideStar and a 4-star rating from Charity Navigator.  

For more information on Ford’s Theatre and the Ford’s Theatre Society, please visit 

www.fords.org. 

http://www.fords.org/


 

 
National Mall and Memorial Parks 
The National Park Service’s National Mall and Memorial Parks preserves, protects, and 
interprets the symbolic and monumental civic spaces, commemorative works and historic sites 
in the center of the Nation’s Capital that honor American ideals and values, distinguished public 
figures, and military and civilian sacrifices and contributions. On the National Mall these sites 
include Ford’s Theatre National Historic Site, the Washington Monument, Lincoln Memorial, 
Thomas Jefferson Memorial, Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Korean War Veterans Memorial, 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial, World War II Memorial, and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Memorial. National Mall and Memorial Parks also serves as a public park and open space for 
active civic and cultural engagement, recreation, and public enjoyment. 
 
For more information on the Ford’s Theatre National Historic Site, please visit 
www.nps.gov/foth. 
 

Twitter and Instagram: @fordstheatre 

Facebook.com/fordstheatre 
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