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It seems to me there is a valid reason for taking the time today to think carefully and 

clearly on the subject of human rights, because in the acceptance and observance of 
these rights lies the root…of our chance of peace in the future…  

We must not be confused about what freedom is. Basic human rights are simple and 
easily understood: freedom of speech and a free press; freedom of religion and worship; 
freedom of assembly and the right of petition; the right of men to be secure in their 
homes and free from unreasonable search and seizure and from arbitrary arrest and 
punishment.  

We must not be deluded by the efforts of the forces of reaction to prostitute the great 
words of our free tradition and thereby to confuse the struggle. Democracy, freedom, 
human rights have come to have a definite meaning to the people of the world which 
we must not allow any nation to so change that they are made synonymous with 
suppression and dictatorship.  

The basic problem confronting the world today…is the preservation of human freedom 
for the individual and consequently for the society of which he is a part.  

…The secret ballot is an essential to free elections. That is why when we see these 
liberties threatened, instead of falling apart, our nation becomes unified and our 
democracies come together as a unified group in spite of our varied backgrounds and 
many racial strains. 

It is my belief, and I am sure it is also yours, that the struggle for democracy and 
freedom is a critical struggle…  

The future must see the broadening of human rights throughout the world. People who 
have glimpsed freedom will never be content until they have secured it for themselves. 
In a truest sense, human rights are a fundamental object of law and government in a 
just society. Human rights exist to the degree that they are respected by people in 
relations with each other and by governments in relations with their citizens. 

The world at large is aware of the tragic consequences for human beings ruled by 
totalitarian systems… 



People who continue to be denied the respect to which they are entitled as human 
beings will not acquiesce forever in such denial. 


